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selves at Derby, where two had represented the borough
in Parliament. Our next visit was to Raynham, already
noticed in the opening chapter, of which I had ever re-
tained the happiest memories. My father and his good
friend the Admiral, the fourth Marquis, had both been
gathered to their fathers. But we were the guests, in the
place in which I had formerly passed so many happy days,
of the Dowager Marchioness, who was then living at the
Hall, and of her daughter, then Lady Audrey Townshend,
from whom we received all the kindness and hospitality
I had so long associated with Raynham. Here I visited
many people and places known to me in former years, and
renewed several old acquaintances. The shooting season
had commenced, and a distinguished Queen's Counsel, who
had rented a place in the neighbourhood, was one of the
guests I met at dinner during my stay at the Hall, and
it was due to him that my brother-in-law Sir Mortimer
Durand can number among his numerous honours that of
being a barrister-at-law.

Many years ago, on his being appointed Ambassador to
Washington, some of the newspapers attached undue im-
portance to the fact that Durand was a barrister, and
suggested that he had been selected partly for that reason,
In view of the necessity of having some one with legal
acumen and experience to watch British interests in America.
It is true that Sir Mortimer Durand is a barrister, but he
has never practised, nor has he ever had much legal experi-
ence. The manner, too, in which he was admitted to the
bar was not a little amusing, and as it is a relic of past
times, and came about under circumstances which would
be impossible to-day, the story may be related here.
Learning that my neighbour at table was a barrister, I
told him how my brother-in-law, who was then eating his
dinners, had found, to his great disappointment, that he
could not complete the operation before leaving for India,
and that thus he must lose his chance of being 'called to
the bar. The old gentleman then asked me to what Ina